NEW BUFFALO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING
March 4, 2025, at 6:30 PM
17425 RED ARROW HIGHWAY,
NEW BUFFALO, MI 49117

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairperson Lauricella.

1.

ROLL CALL & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Present: Anderson, Armstrong, Arvanitis, Lauricella, Nesci, Wagner

Absent:  Schmidt
Pledge of Allegiance

PUBLIC COMMENT — GENERAL NON-HEARING RELATED (LIMITED TO 3 MINUTES EACH)

Public comments were heard by the Planning Commission.

PUBLIC HEARINGS — None

WORKSHOP — Draft proposed amendments to ordinances and any other topic for discussion

The Commission reviewed the proposed ordinance amendments included in the January 7, 2025,
Minutes and discussed the following additional amendments:

a. §257-3(C)(2) — Marihuana, Application for Authorization, Final Authorization

The Township Board may extend any of the deadlines by resolution upon a showing of good
cause. An applicant may request two (2) extensions not to exceed a total of twelve (12) months.
If the Township does not extend the time allowed to obtain operating licenses and approvals
from LARA as set forth in §257.3(1)(b), then preliminary approval may be transferred to the
landowner upon their request and after a public hearing has been held. The landowner will have
an additional twelve (12) months from the date the approval is transferred to the obtain
operating licenses and approvals from LARA as set forth in §257.3(1)(b).

b. §257-6(B) — Marihuana, Violations and Penalties, Civil Infraction

January Minutes

17(a){c) The Township may treat the
violation as a municipal civil infraction, for
which each day the violation continues will
be a separate offense, and impose the
following fines:

First violation = $5080 $2,500
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Additional Proposed Change(s)

17(a){(c) The Township may treat the
violation as a municipal civil infraction, for
which each day the violation continues will
be a separate offense, and impose the
following fines:

First violation = $560 $2,500



5.

Each subsequent offense = $5,800 $100,000
$10,000
¢.  §455-6.9 Site Plan Review — Expiration, Revocation, and Reapplication
B. Revocation. If a violation of any of the conditions or standards imposed on an approved site
plan review is found to exist following inspection, the Zoning Administrator shall notify the
owner of the premises, the applicant of the site plan review, and the Planning Commission
that such violation exists and that the site plan review approval will be revoked within 15
days of such notification. If said violation is not corrected within 15 days, the Planning
Commission may revoke the permit. A permit may also be revoked upon the fourth code
violation within a five-year period. Furthermore, such a violation is hereby declared a
violation of this chapter, subject to all the remedies and penalties provided for within this
chapter.
d. §332-4 —Rental Property, License Requirements
A. No person may commence or continue a rental, as herein defined, within the Township
without having first obtained a Township license therefor as hereinafter provided and
without maintaining such licensing in current effect during any business operation or
activity.
Short-term Rental shall be limited to one (1) per parcel, either primary dwelling unit or
accessory dwelling unit, within all residential districts including AGR — Agricultural
Residential. C1 General Commercial shall have a maximum of two (2) structures per parcel
that may qualify for use as short-term rental.
NEW BUSINESS
a. Excused Absences (if any)
Arvanitis moved, Armstrong supported, to approving absences for Schmidt at the present
meeting.
Motion CARRIED
b. Approve Minutes

Second offense = $2;500 $5,000 Each subsequent offense = $5,000

Arvanitis moved, Wagner supported, approving the minutes from the January 7, 2025, and
February 4, 2025, meetings.

Motion CARRIED
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c. Approve 2024 Annual Planning Commission Report

Arvanitis moved, Armstrong supported, approving the 2024 Annual Planning Commission
Report

Motion CARRIED
6. CORRESPONDENCE — None

7. ADJOURNMENT

Arvanitis moved, Wagner supported, adjourning at 7:02 p.m.

Motion CARRIED
Submitte/d/ y: Drafted by:
/i (A
Cdrol Sehmidt, Secretary Michelle Hénm_dkeefding Secretary
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