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II. INTRODUCTION 
 
The desirability of living in a particular community and the quality of life of its residents are 
directly related to the resources and activities provided to keep people healthy, active, and 
connected to each other.  An important consideration for a community’s overall quality of life is 
its park and recreation facilities.  The development of park and recreation facilities that meet the 
needs and expectations of New Buffalo Township residents not only serves as a functional value 
for those who use them and participate, but also adds to the quality of their environment by 
enhancing their surroundings.   
 
For the Township to remain eligible for State and Federal park and recreation grant programs, it 
must have a current five-year plan approved by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR).  The Township’s present plan expires in 2017.  A community recreation plan is a long 
term reference tool for development, used to ensure that the goals and objectives of the 
Township are effectively put into action in order to maintain a high level of quality.  By creating 
this recreation plan, the needs of the community can be evaluated and used for making strategic 
recommendations for development to be implemented over the next five years. 
 
This document has been prepared in accordance with the Guidelines for the Development of 
Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans established by the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of making recommendations for the continued 
improvement of New Buffalo Township’s park and recreation facilities.  The plan covers the 
five-year period of 2018 through 2022, utilizing the format established by MDNR guidelines. 
 
It is important to note that this document is a park and recreation facilities plan and does not 
directly address recreation programming or activity issues.  It is also important to note that this 
document is a plan and not a budget.  All elements of the plan are dependent upon the 
availability of local funding and the successful application for State and Federal grants in a 
highly competitive environment.    
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III. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 
 
A.  LOCATION 
 
New Buffalo Township is located in Berrien County in the southwest corner of the state.  It is 
bordered by Lake Michigan to the west, Chikaming Township to the north, Three Oaks 
Township to the east and the state of Indiana to the south.  The Township surrounds the City of 
New Buffalo and includes the Villages of Michiana and Grand Beach.  New Buffalo Township is 
close to several cities in Michigan, including Benton Harbor, Saint Joseph, Kalamazoo, and 
Michigan City, Indiana.  It is not far from major metropolitan areas outside of the state, including 
Chicago, Illinois and South Bend, Indiana.  Because of its close proximity to several cities, 
sunny beaches, and its natural beauty, many people visit the area and may have second homes 
within or near the Township.  The service area for this recreation plan is confined by the 
Township limits, covering approximately 20.3 square miles.  
 
B.  HISTORY 
 
New Buffalo Township has long been an important destination for travel and commerce.  Prior to 
European settlement in 1675, the area was an important trade route for Native Americans due to 
its access to the Galien River and location on Lake Michigan.  The area was originally inhabited 
by Miami and later Potawatomi tribes.  In the late 17th century, French missionaries moved into 
the area and established the fur trade, which was later replaced with lumber and agriculture as 
the predominant trade in the area.  On March 12, 1836, the Michigan state legislature established 
New Buffalo Township. 
 
Initially, New Buffalo Township had a number of parties interested in developing the area, and 
during this speculative period the value of land in the Township greatly increased.  However, the 
financial crisis in the United States known as the Panic of 1837, along with a harsh winter 
thereafter, caused the Township’s economy to struggle.  In 1849, the City of New Buffalo had a 
short boom as a result of being located at the end of the Michigan Central Railroad, but once the 
line was extended to Chicago in 1853 the local economy again declined.  In the 1890’s, travelers 
began to return and the area became a destination for tourists from the greater Chicago area who 
visited the retreats, resorts, and summer cottages. 
 
Today, New Buffalo Township remains a beacon for travelers, fueling the local economy with 
small businesses such as restaurants, bed and breakfasts, and shops, in addition to the 
Midwestern economic staples of agriculture and industry.  Partly by plan and partly by 
geography, New Buffalo Township is still, as its 1928 arch proudly proclaimed, “The Gateway 
of Michigan”. 
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C.  POPULATION PROJECTIONS 
 
According to the 2010 US Census, there are 2,386 residents in New Buffalo Township, which is 
a 3.3% decrease in population from the 2000 US Census.  The seasonal population of the area 
fluctuates due to second homeowners and tourists.  Based on housing occupancy numbers from 
the 2010 US Census, 56.5% of the houses in the Township are for seasonal, recreational or 
occasional use.  Assuming there are 2 people per seasonal household, this would equate to an 
increase in the Township population of 2,802 people from seasonal homes alone.  Although the 
population of New Buffalo Township decreased in the past ten years, it is projected to grow in 
the next twenty years.  

Year 
New Buffalo 

Township 
Berrien 
County 

% of County 
Population 

% Change 
Township 

% Change 
County 

1950 2,879 115,702 2.49%   
1960 4,196 149,865 2.80% 45.70% 29.50% 
1970 2,583 163,875 1.58% -38.40% 9.40% 
1980 2,878 171,276 1.68% 11.40% 4.50% 
1990 2,419 161,378 1.50% -15.90% -5.80% 
2000 2,468 162,453 1.52% 2.00% 0.70% 
2010 2,386 156,813 1.52% -3.32% -3.47% 

2020 (Estimated)* 2,451 161,281 1.52% 2.74% 2.85% 
2030 (Estimated)* 2,572 169,184 1.52% 4.90% 4.90% 

 
*The Southwest Michigan Planning Commission has prepared population projections for Berrien 
County for the years 2020 and 2030.  New Buffalo Township is on average 1.52% of the County 
population.  Based on these numbers, we have estimated the population for New Buffalo 
Township for the years 2020 and 2030. 
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IV. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 
 
A.  PARKS AND RECREATION AUTHORITY 
 
The New Buffalo Township Park Committee is comprised of volunteer members, in addition to a 
Parks Director.  The Committee was established under 1905 PA 157.  The role of the Committee 
is to address Parks and Recreation issues throughout the Township, such as park amenities, park 
maintenance, planning for recreation facilities, events and programming.  The Park Committee 
reports to the New Buffalo Township Board and the Board establishes the annual budget.  The 
Township currently employs a Parks Director and several seasonal employees.  
 
The current New Buffalo Township Board members are: 
 

Michelle Heit           Supervisor 
Judith Zabicki              Clerk 
Jack Rogers                 Treasurer 
Pete Rahm                    Trustee 
Patricia Iazzetto                       Trustee 

 
There are currently eight New Buffalo Township Park Committee members: 

 Fred Bogwill 
 Joan Bogwill 
 Kathie Butler 
 Agnes Conway 
 Kristin Fatouros 
 Arnie Feinberg 
 Frank Schmidt 
 Ken Shelby 
 
B.  FUNDING AND BUDGET 
        
Expenditures for Parks and Recreation stem from Park Committee recommendations. The 
Committee presents these recommendations to the New Buffalo Township Board for approval.  
The Township Board ultimately decides all Parks and Recreation expenditures.  The New 
Buffalo Township Parks and Recreation budget is from a five-year, 0.25-mill property tax 
(passed August, 2016).   
 
New Buffalo Township Parks and Recreation projects are also eligible for Pokagon Fund grants.  
The mission of the Pokagon Fund is to enhance the lives of the residents in the New Buffalo 
region through the financial support of local governments, nonprofits, charities and other 
organizations.  The Pokagon Fund is supported by a percentage of the electronic gaming revenue 
from the Four Winds Casino Resort.  Funding supports initiatives in the areas of health and 
human services, education, arts and culture, recreation, and the environment. 
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Revenue and expenditure summaries for the Parks and Recreation fund for the years 2012-2018 
are shown below, including a proposed budget for 2017-2018.  Pokagon Fund grant money is not 
included in this proposed budget, as it is awarded on a project-by-project basis.  
 

 Actual 
2012/2013 

Actual 
2013/2014 

Actual 
2014/2015 

Actual 
2015/2016 

Actual 
2016/2017 

Budget 
2017/2018 

Revenues       
   Taxes, Payments, & Interest $153,104 $152,263 $155,994 $154,168 $155,003 $155,220 
   Grants 21,258 17,516 14,000 166,962 138,228  
Total Revenues  $174,362 $169,779 $169,994 $321,130 $293,231 $155,220 
       
Expenditures       
   Administration $41,987 $28,594 $59,080 $62,111 $47,518 $55,800 
   Operations & Maintenance 18,826 22,597 29,128 32,522 26,423 31,450 
   Programs & Events 13,554 14,827 12,851 12,543 10,392 13,700 
   Capital Improvements 116,263 76,525 32,925 255,840 312,131 10,000 
Total Expenditures  $190,630 $142,543 $133,984 $363,016 $396,464 $110,950 
       
Net Income (Loss) $(16,268) $27,236 $36,010 $(41,886) $(103,233) $44,270 

 
C.  VOLUNTEERS AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 
New Buffalo Township is fortunate to have many volunteers who help make the Township parks 
beautiful places for community fellowship.  They have undertaken projects to improve park 
aesthetics, such as native flower plantings and the creation of the mosaic mural at the Memorial 
Park pavilion.  Local high school student volunteers assisted the Township with tree 
identification along Memorial Park’s nature trails for an interpretive signage project.  Volunteers 
also help run a number of activities hosted at the parks, such as Halloween “Spooky Trails”, 
bocce ball league, and a weekly summer musical event called “Wednesday Night in the Park”.  
 
The Township has partnered with numerous public entities to enhance Parks and Recreation 
opportunities in the area.  They have collaborated on Parks and Recreation projects with the 
Harbor Country Public Arts Initiative, a local not-for-profit organization dedicated to public art.  
Jointly with the City of New Buffalo, the Township supports the New Buffalo Township Public 
Library and New Buffalo schools, which host activities at Memorial Park.  The Township would 
like to pursue additional partnerships with the City of New Buffalo, adjacent municipalities, 
conservation organizations, and other groups with an interest in recreation such as Friends of 
Harbor Country Trails. 
 
D.  RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES 
 
The Township has a good relationship with other public agencies in the area. New Buffalo Area 
Schools hosts many events and activities at Memorial Park.  The summer camp program visits 
the park Monday’s through Thursday’s in the summer.  The pavilion has hosted pep assemblies, 
Winterfest dances, as well as Spooky Trails.  The New Buffalo Township Library has also 
hosted many events in the pavilion including events with the Township Parks such as “Mornings 
with Mom” in the past.
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V. RECREATION INVENTORY 
 
A.  INTRODUCTION 
 
The Parks and Recreation inventory was completed by New Buffalo Township Park Committee 
members and Marcy Hamilton with the Southwest Michigan Planning Commission.  The 
inventory involved touring, evaluating the existing conditions and facilities, and recording 
information from each of the sites owned by New Buffalo Township.  
 
B.  PARKS AND RECREATION INVENTORY 
 
Township Owned Recreation Facilities 
 

Park Name Memorial Park Glassman Park Townline Road 
Beach 

Kruger Park 

Park Type Community Park Community Park Mini-Park Mini- Park 
 

Description 
 

6.5 acre park located 
behind the Township Hall.  
Access to electricity, water 
and restrooms in the 
Township Hall and 
pavilion. 

 

47 acre park land 
located off 
Glassman Road 
bordered on three 
sides by the 
Galien River and 
I-94 on the fourth. 

 

33 feet of beach 
property on Lake 
Michigan that is 
accessed by 
stairs from the 
end of Townline 
Road.  It is 
adjacent to 33 
feet of beach 
property owned 
by Chikaming 
Township. 
  

 

12.21 acre parcel 
with the Galien 
River running 
through it, 
located on 
Kruger Road. 

 

Facilities 
 

• Amphitheatre 
• Basketball Court 
• Bocce Ball Court 
• Landscaping 
• (2) Observation Decks 
• Pavilion 
• Paved Parking Area  
• Picnic Tables 
• Splash Pad 
• Playground Equipment 
• Horseshoe Pit 
• Nature Trails 
• Volleyball Court  
• 9/11 Memorial Garden 

  

 

• Kayak Launch 
• Fishing 
• Zen Labyrinth 
• Nature Trails 
• Landscaping 
• Sidewalk (ADA 

Accessible) 
• Driveway 
• Parking Area 
 

 

Stairs and 
boardwalk 
allowing access 
to Lake 
Michigan from 
Townline Road. 

Vacant Land 
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C. BARRIER-FREE EVALUATION 
 
It is often challenging to provide barrier-free access for all aspects of recreation within a 
community. New Buffalo Township has made it a goal to continually offer functional and 
accessible facilities for its visitors. Several recreational opportunities available for the 
community in New Buffalo Township provide barrier-free access. 
 
Memorial Park has seen many improvements to upgrade accessibility. New sidewalk and 
pavement has been constructed throughout the park to allow visitors with mobility limitations to 
easily access facilities. The barrier-free facilities available for use at Memorial Park include: 
restrooms, basketball court, bocce ball court, splash pad, playground equipment, pavilion/picnic 
area, amphitheater, and nature trail with observation deck at the north end of the park. Glassman 
Park was designed with accessibility in mind.  All facilities are considered barrier-free, including 
the kayak launch/fishing pier, sidewalks, parking, and Zen labyrinth.   
 
Although significant progress has been made to accommodate accessibility needs, continued 
steps should be made to eliminate all barriers possible. The Park Committee officials will use 
public comments and suggestions throughout the implementation process in order to continue 
improving barrier-free access.  
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Park Photos 
 
Glassman Park 

 
                                             Trail 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Zen labyrinth  Dock 
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Townline Road Beach 
 

 
   Entrance                                                                      Boardwalk 

 
 

 
                                          Stair access to Lake Michigan 
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Memorial Park 
 

  
     Volleyball and basketball courts                                  Pavilion and picnic area 
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 Amphitheatre 

 
          Bocce ball courts                                                        Horseshoe pits 
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                  9/11 Memorial Garden 

 
  Playground equipment                                                   Checkers table 

 
 
 

 
   South Observation Deck                                               North Observation Deck  
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    Picnic area and pavilion kitchen                                      New Buffalo Township Hall 
 

 
                     Splash pad                          
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D. NON-MOTORIZED ROAD AND TRAIL INVENTORY 
 
Trails, paved shoulders on streets, bike lanes and sidewalks are not only important for 
transportation, but also provide recreational opportunities for walking and biking. Many are 
beginning to understand the numerous benefits that these facilities bring to a community. The 
benefits are very diverse and include advantages in economic, social, environmental, health, and 
overall quality of life. 

The Southwest Michigan Planning Commission completed a non-motorized plan for southwest 
Michigan which includes Berrien and eight other counties in the Michigan Department of 
Transportation southwest region. On-road facilities are defined as paved shoulders with a 
minimum width of four feet and bike lanes with a minimum width of five feet. There are just 
over 800 miles of roads with non-motorized facilities (paved shoulders and bicycle lanes) in 
southwest Michigan with 100 miles in Berrien County. Often on-road facilities are easier to 
construct than off-road facilities because the road agency usually has all or most of the required 
right-of-way and would not need to purchase property, which can be a major expense.  In 
addition, many of the roads in southwest Michigan, where traffic is low (less than 2,500 average 
daily traffic count) and where sight distances are not problematic, offer important connections, 
especially in rural areas. In the nine-county region of southwest Michigan, there are over 2,858 
miles of paved roads with average daily traffic (ADT) counts of fewer than 2,500 vehicles per 
day (358 miles in Berrien County). This figure does not include many roads for which traffic 
counts are not available, so the number of miles is quite higher than reflected, especially in rural 
areas. These roads provide experienced bicyclists with many miles of biking opportunities in a 
shared-use configuration. Local priority routes in the Southwest Michigan Plan near New 
Buffalo include US Bike Route 35, connecting to the Marquette Greenway in Indiana and paved 
shoulders on the entire length of US 12. 

US Bike Route 35: Adventure Cycling Association and the Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) held a ribbon-cutting celebration on May 19, 2012 for the newly 
designated US Bike Route 35 in Michigan.  USBR 35 is a route intended for experienced long 
distance bicyclists.  It is not a trail and no construction is proposed related to this route.  This 
mapped route is a recommendation for long distance riders to ride along the Lake Michigan coast 
from New Buffalo to Sault Ste. Marie.  The route, which is approximately 500 miles, and is 
comprised of a network of state highways, country and local roads, and regionally significant 
multi-use trails.  The route traverses dozens of small lakefront towns, past sandy beaches, scenic 
and historic destinations as well as services and cultural attractions.  Once complete, USBR 35 
will continue south through Indiana and eventually down to Mississippi.  The route from the 
Indiana state line to New Buffalo, is as follows: Lakeside, Wilson, Stromer, Sand, Lubke, W. 
Detroit, S. Eagle, Clay, Red Arrow Highway (see map below). 
View the entire USBR 35 route here http://biketouringroutes.com/section.php?sectionid=5 

http://biketouringroutes.com/section.php?sectionid=5
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Back Road Bikeways: On-road signed or mapped bike routes are also found in southwest 
Michigan. In the New Buffalo area there are the back-road bikeways in and around Three Oaks. 
The signed and mapped bikeway system consists of 14 tours ranging from 5 to 60 miles and 
follow secondary roads. For more information please visit. 
https://www.applecidercentury.com/backroad-bikeways 

Harbor Country Hike and Bike Plan: In 2008 a group of individuals representing the interests 
of Harbor Country formed the Friends of Harbor Country Trails.  The Harbor Country Hike & 
Bike Trail project is a long-term comprehensive project to bring a network of interconnected 
non-motorized vehicle trails to the corner of Southwest Michigan known as Harbor Country. The 
trails vision is to connect on-road and off-road facilities for Chikaming Township, City of New 
Buffalo, New Buffalo Township, Three Oaks Township, Grand Beach, and the Village of Three 
Oaks.  For more information please visit. http://harborcountrytrails.org   

Marquette Greenway Trail:  A key proposal in the Marquette Plan is the development of an 
off-road trail from Chicago to New Buffalo. The route would have the trail traverse as close to 
the lakeshore as possible. The length of these segments added together totals just over 50 
miles.  Two of the planned segments of the Marquette Greenway have been in existence for 
many years. These include the Calumet Trail along the Indiana Dunes State Park and Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore. The other segment is the Marquette Trail in the Miller section of 
Gary.  The trail will connect the Michigan and Indiana border to New Buffalo, Mi. Future 
extensions of this trail will connect to other locations in Mi such as St Joseph and Niles and 
beyond.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.applecidercentury.com/backroad-bikeways
http://harborcountrytrails.org/
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E. Water Trail Inventory 

Lake Michigan Water Trail: The goal of the Lake Michigan Water Trail is to offer safe, legal, 
and adequate access around the entire 1,200 mile long lakeshore of Lake Michigan.  In 2011, 75 
miles (from Chicago to New Buffalo) was designated as the Lake Michigan Water Trail National 
Recreational Trail by the National Parks Service.  Both Indiana and Wisconsin have completed 
detailed inventories for access to Lake Michigan in support of trail development.  For more 
information visit. www.michiganwatertrails.org 

Lake Michigan Water Trail – Harbor Country section  - This is a 10.6 mile paddle from the 
City of New Buffalo to Warren Dunes State Park.  New Buffalo offers many dining, shopping 
and lodging options. The shoreline in this stretch has miles of sandy beaches.  There are 2 road 
end beaches that make nice rest stops for a picnic and the Cherry Street Access site has 
bathrooms.  Warren Dunes has 260 foot tall dune formations with spectacular views. The park is 
open year round and offers camping, six miles of hiking trails and 1,952 acres of recreational 
opportunity.  More information at http://www.michiganwatertrails.org/trail.asp?ait=cv&cid=287  

 

 

Galien River Marsh Water Trail: The Galien River Marsh Water Trail meanders through 
woodlands, protected wetlands, an 86-acre Galien River County Park Preserve, and a number of 
privately owned residential properties before arriving at New Buffalo’s busy harbor and, 
ultimately, Lake Michigan.  The water trail stretches from Lake Michigan up the Galien River to 
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR)  boat launch on U.S 12, and reaches the newly 
developed Glassman Park in the New Buffalo Township.  

http://www.michiganwatertrails.org/
http://www.michiganwatertrails.org/trail.asp?ait=cv&cid=287
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F. NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY – GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 

Water Resources 

Lake Michigan. Lake Michigan is the third largest Great Lake by surface area and the sixth 
largest freshwater lake in the world.  

Galien River. The Galien River and its large, wooded flood-plain provides natural areas and 
important wildlife habitat. The river basin or watershed consists of a main branch and a southern 
branch. The Galien River Watershed is 112, 222 acres in size, with 82,665 acres in Michigan. 
Approximately 16,635 people live in Michigan’s portion of the Galien River Watershed. A 
watershed does not respect state, county, township, village or city boundaries. Through the 
efforts of the Galien River Watershed Project, there is a recognition that watershed communities 
must work together to improve and protect water resources. 

Over the years, the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) has provided grant 
funds to The Conservation Fund and Chikaming Open Lands to preserve and improve the water 
quality of the Galien River Watershed. Some of the grant funds were used to provide tools and 
planning assistance to local units of government within the watershed and to purchase 
conservation easements in the watershed. For more information on the Galien River Watershed 
refer to the “Galien River Watershed Management Plan” which can be found at 
www.swmpc.org/grw.asp. 
 

Wetlands. Over 60% of the wetlands in the Galien River Watershed have been lost since pre-
settlement times. There are many remaining wetland areas within New Buffalo Township.  
Remaining wetland areas provide invaluable functions such as flood protection, pollutant 
removal and wildlife habitat. The Department of Natural Resources has identified the Galien 
River Marsh (located just upstream from where the Galien River enters Lake Michigan) as being 
one of the best fresh water estuaries in the State of Michigan. There are at least fifteen (15) 
different types of Threatened or Special Concern plants located within this wetland. In addition, 
large marsh and wooded wetland areas provide sanctuary for migrating waterfowl such as the 
American Wigeon, Shoveler, Gadwall, Bufflehead, Goldeneye, Green-Winged Teal and many 
others. 

Vegetation, Wildlife and Fish 

The wealth and diversity of natural resources found within the Township and the surrounding 
area provides an excellent environment for recreation. There are a number of unique ecosystems 
found within the community that are seldom found in combination elsewhere in the world. The 
dune ecology found along Lake Michigan, combined with the high quality wetlands alongside 
the Galien River, further contribute to the diverse ecology in the New Buffalo area. 
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The varied landscape of the region, in turn, supports a broad range of plant and animal species. 
In addition, the strategic location of the community is not only important to people, but to 
migratory birds as well. The New Buffalo area is located in three different migratory fly-ways. 
The varied habitats of the area provide ideal settings for birds; the community is a popular 
destination for avid bird watchers.  

Finally, the estuary of the Galien River and its tributaries serve as important resources to Lake 
Michigan and the recreational and charter fishing industries of the area. The River and its 
tributaries provide an ideal setting as a hatchery for a variety of fresh water fish species and 
provide fishing opportunities during the fall spawning season for salmon and steelhead. 

Potential Conservation Areas 

The Potential Conservation Areas map represents the last remaining remnants of the area’s 
ecosystems and natural plant communities and is the major element of the Green Infrastructure 
Plan. The map ranks areas where the landscape is 
dominated by native vegetation that has various 
levels of potential for harboring high quality natural 
areas and unique natural features. These areas 
provide critical ecological services such as 
maintaining water quality and quantity, soil 
development and stabilization, habitat for pollinators 
of cropland, wildlife travel corridors, stopover sites 
for migratory birds, sources of genetic diversity and 
floodwater retention. 

The Township has large areas of some the highest ranking natural areas in southwest Michigan. 
It is to a community’s advantage that these sites be carefully integrated into the planning for 
future development. This information can be used to create a connected system of green 
infrastructure. Striking a balance between development and natural resource conservation and 
preservation is critical if the New Buffalo area is to maintain its unique natural heritage and offer 
a high quality of life for residents and visitors. 

Green infrastructure is a connected network of natural areas and other open spaces planned and 
managed to conserve natural ecosystems and the services that they provide. These lands provide 
multiple benefits to people and wildlife such as maintaining clean air and water, providing areas 
for recreation and providing wildlife habitat. Green infrastructure elements can be in urban, 
suburban and rural areas and may or may not be open to the public. Green infrastructure is 
essential to the health, safety and welfare of the area residents. 

Natural resource conservation is a fundamental component of a community’s long-term 
environmental and economic health. Communities that incorporate both the built and natural 
environment into their future land use map or vision will ensure that the areas that provide 
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important natural functions such as filtering drinking water supplies, recreational opportunities 
for residents and habitats for wildlife, will be protected. In effect, the features that the 
community has grown to enjoy will be there for generations to come. A community with a 
clean environment, clean water, green spaces and trails will be the community that has a 
stable, sustainable future and offers a high quality of life for its residents and visitors. 
Communities that provide this high quality of life will be able to retain talented workers 
and attract new residents and businesses. 
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G. OTHER RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 
There are a number of recreational resources available outside of the Township limits.  Below is 
a brief description of some of the parks and recreational opportunities.  
 
Lake Front Park and Boat Launch (City of New Buffalo) – This 800 foot stretch of Lake 
Michigan beach frontage contains a swimming beach with lifeguards, 8 launch ramps, and boat 
access to the Galien River. Other facilities available for use include restrooms, concessions, 
pavilions, picnic tables and grills, play structures, and areas for soccer and volleyball.  
 
Oselka Park (City of New Buffalo) – This 20.5 acre sport complex and neighborhood park 
contains three ball diamonds, a soccer field, picnic area, playground, and fitness equipment 
available for use.  
 
Turtle Pond (City of New Buffalo) – This natural preserve includes a half-mile nature trail that 
meanders over a pond providing a beautiful and peaceful area for people to visit.  

New Buffalo Welcome Center (State of Michigan) – The New Buffalo Welcome Center 
features a universally accessible playground that was assembled by a team of volunteers with a 
lead grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation and donations from businesses and individuals. 

Warren Dunes (State Park) – This nearly 2,000 acre state park has over two miles of beautiful 
Lake Michigan shoreline. It contains 280 camp sites for visitors, equipped with picnic shelters 
and bathroom facilities. Other facilities include a playground and beach house. Visitors can 
participate in activities all year long at Warren Dunes by swimming and hiking in the warmer 
months and skiing and sledding during the winter.   
 
Grand Mere (State Park) – This 985 acre park is considered a National Natural Landmark by 
the federal government. The park facilities include swimming, hunting, fishing, hiking, boat 
access, and a barrier free picnic shelter. 
 

 
H. MDNR RECREATION GRANT INVENTORY 

 
The Township has received the following recreation grants in the past: 

1) 1984 – New Buffalo Township Park # 26-01312 ($30,150.72) 
2) 1993 – Memorial Park Addition-2 # TF93-104 ($14,700.00) 
3) 2013 -  Glassman Park #26-01733 ($100,000) 
4) 2013 – Kruger Road Park Acquisition #TF13-064 ($150,000) 

These funds were used to assist with the construction of a ball diamond, volleyball area, 
restroom, picnic tables and grills, shuffleboard court, and horseshoe pit for Memorial Park in 
1984. Then in 1993 the funds were used to acquire approximately 10.4 acres adjacent to 
Memorial Park in order to expand outdoor recreational activities.  The Township has recently 
completed a project on this acquired 10.4 acres, constructing nature trails and two observation 
decks overlooking a tributary to the Galien River and adjacent wetland areas. The 2013 
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Glassman Park funds were used to assist the development of Phase 1 of Glassman Park, which 
includes a kayak launch/fishing pier, sidewalks, parking area, Zen labyrinth, and nature trails.  
The 2013 Kruger Road Park Acquisition funds were used to fund a portion of the sale of 
property acquired. 

  



New Buffalo Township 
2018 Community Recreation Plan 

   
 
  26 

VI.  PLANNING PROCESS 

The Parks Committee has evolved to include eight members, as well as a Park Director.  The 
Committee currently meets monthly (sometimes less during the winter months) at the New 
Buffalo Township Hall.  The New Buffalo Township 2018 Community Recreation Plan was 
initiated in May of 2017 and discussed during several regularly scheduled meetings of the Park 
Committee, which are open to the public.   
 
The Parks Committee also consulted with Marcy Hamilton with the Southwest Michigan 
Planning Commission to gain an understanding of the history of the Township parks, 
relationships with surrounding communities and organizations, and to complete an inventory 
of the existing park facilities.  Examples of recent Community Recreation Plans developed by 
SWMPC for numerous southwest Michigan communities were provided to the Park 
Committee to assist in the information gathering and planning process.  These example plans 
helped the Committee gain an understanding of the existing conditions of recreation facilities 
in adjacent communities as well as natural resources located throughout the region.   
 
In addition to utilizing neighboring Community Recreation Plans, deficiencies were discussed 
and evaluated during Committee meetings using comparisons to recreation standards and public 
input.  The recreational standards that were referenced during the planning process are Suggested 
Facility Development Standards, included as Appendix B in the Guidelines for the Development 
of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans by the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources, which is an adaptation of the Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway 
Guidelines developed by the National Recreation and Park Association.   
 
The Disability Network Southwest Michigan/Cass was contacted to help with insight in the 
future 5-year plan.  A representative visited the parks twice and made some verbal suggestions as 
well as took down information to give a written report.  The representative gave positive 
feedback to accessible features and detail to parking areas at both Glassman and Memorial Park. 
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VII.  PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS 

Since the beginning stages of the planning process, the Park Committee received numerous 
comments from Township residents regarding recreational desires.  By combining these requests 
and suggestions with the assessment of all Township parks, the basic goals for this Community 
Recreation Plan were established. 
 
New Buffalo Township parks currently offer a wide variety of facilities, programs, and activities 
that appeal to all age groups and are accessible to anyone who would like to visit.  Despite these 
great opportunities, there are still some recreational deficiencies in the Township which will be 
addressed in this plan.  
 
The greatest recreation need highlighted by residents is a desire to have easy access to the Galien 
River for fishing and boating activities.  The river is a great natural resource in the area and 
residents would like to access it as they already do with nearby Lake Michigan.  The 
development of Glassman Park on the Galien River, which is discussed in the Goals and 
Objectives and Action Program sections of this recreation plan, will easily allow the access to the 
river that the residents seek, in more ways than one. 
 
The foremost method the Park Committee used to gain insight from New Buffalo Township 
residents was by conducting a public survey.  The survey was distributed in August of 2017, and 
asked respondents seven questions.  Three of the questions included household location, ages of 
the people living in their household, and if they have anyone in their household with special 
accessibility needs.  The remaining four questions asked which existing park facilities were their 
favorites, what other programs and facilities their household would be interested in and benefit 
from, if they supported off road bicycle pathway, and what recreational opportunities would their 
family use if available.  
 
The public survey was also made available to residents at a “Music in the Park” event, held at 
Memorial Park on August 23, 2017.  At this event, residents were offered a free taco with 
toppings if they filled out a survey.  The Park Committee received 98 written responses to the 
public survey.  A copy of the original survey and a summary of the responses received have been 
included in Appendix A. There were also posterboards set up in the office main lobby and 
pavilion cork board asking people to write in their opinions.  There was an advertisement in the 
New Buffalo Times, as well as posts on the Township website, and Parks Department facebook 
account.  Besides the 98 turned in during the music in the park event, an additional 8 were turned 
into the office, and 1 was printed out and mailed in to the Parks Department. 
 
The 5 Year Community Recreation plan was available for review from December 15-January 16 
at the New Buffalo Township Hall.  There was a public notice in the New Buffalo Times, and 
both the Township Website and Parks Department Facebook page let the public know of it’s 
availability.  The public hearing is set for January 16, 2018 at 6pm.   
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 VIII.  GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
Goal 1 – Further enhance recreational opportunities in New Buffalo Township. 

Objectives: 

A. Expand Memorial Park by acquiring adjacent land near the existing park: 
o Create a winter activity sector in the park with various attractions and a warming 

lodge. 
o Construct additional parking for winter/new activity area. 
o Maintain open green space at Memorial Park for an all-purpose sports field. 

 
B. Enhance Glassman Park: 

o Improve Glassman Road,  
o Install utility services – water main extension, onsite wastewater management, 

electric, etc. 
o Construct a pavilion – include restrooms, picnic tables, grill space, potable water 

access. 
o Develop a trail network – include a parcourse fitness circuit. 
o Create open grass fields for sports programs. 
o Develop public access to the Galien River: 

▪ Purchase canoes and kayaks. 
▪ Construct office/storage building to run water program. 
▪ Construct a fishing pier. 

o Construct campground facilities – rustic campsites and group cabins. 
o Create a historical/educational feature to honor the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 

Indians. 
C. Develop Kruger Park 

o Install utility services – water main extension, onsite wastewater management, 
electric, etc. 

o Construct a pavilion – include restrooms, picnic tables, grill space, potable water 
access. 

o Develop a trail network 
o Construct a fishing pier 
o Construct canoe/kayak launch 
o Create off road parking 

D. Develop and improve public access to the Galien River and Lake Michigan. 
 

Goal 2 – Develop a system of non-motorized infrastructure (paved shoulders, bike lanes, 
multi-use paths) in the Township and connect to neighbors to contribute to a 
regional/national non-motorized network.   

Objectives 
A. Collaborate efforts with local groups and municipalities as well as state and federal 

organizations to bring the Marquette Greenway Trail from the Indiana state line into 
downtown New Buffalo. 

B. Connect feeder trails from neighborhoods (such as Lubke Rd) to the Marquette Greenway 
Trail. 
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C. Ensure US 12./Red Arrow Highway includes 5 foot paved shoulders for non-motorized use.  
 

 
Goal 3 – Employ principles of sustainability and incorporate green design elements into 

future New Buffalo Township park improvements. 
Objectives:  
A. Expand recycling program to all Township parks. 
B. Develop a composting site at Glassman Park. 
 
Goal 4 – Provide and promote programmed educational and fitness opportunities at New 

Buffalo Township parks. 
Objectives:  
A. Create a designated Parks office space. 
B. Develop nature activities and sports/recreation programs at Memorial and Glassman Parks. 
C. Develop Township parks website and social media sites. 
D. Construct a team-building course at Glassman Park. 
E. Extend hours/hire additional staff to manage activities and programs. 

 
Goal 5 – Collaborate with local governmental units and non-profit organizations to 

enhance and interconnect public resources. 
Objectives: 

A. Work with Chikaming Township and the Berrien County Road Commission to improve 
Townline Road Beach Park: 

• Expand parking. 
• Improve signage. 
• Construct public bathroom with drinking fountain and foot rinse station. 

B. Coordinate with Berrien County to construct a trail from Memorial Park to the Galien 
River Park Preserve across or under Red Arrow Highway. 
 

Goal 6 – Protect New Buffalo Township’s natural assets and improve recreational 
opportunities.  

Objectives: 
A. Acquire various parcels of land to continue expanding and improving parks and 

recreational opportunities in New Buffalo Township. 
• Utilize the Green Infrastructure Plan (Potential Conservation Areas) map as a 

guide for protecting the Township’s natural resources and connecting people to 
nature.  

  



New Buffalo Township 
2018 Community Recreation Plan 

   
 
  30 

IX.  ACTION PROGRAM 
     
YEAR 1 – 2018    

PRIORITY PROJECT 
ESTIMATED 

COST 
FUNDING        
SOURCES 

GOALS 
MET 

1 
Construct Marquette Greenway 
Trail connecting New Buffalo to 
Indiana 

TBD 

MNRTF, 
MDOT 

Transportation 
Alternatives 

Program, 
Local 

Fundraising, 
Park millage 

2 

1 
Connect feeder trails from 
neighborhoods into the 
Marquette Greenway Trail 

TBD TBD 2 

2 
Develop nature activities and 
sports/recreation programs at 
Memorial Park 

$2,000 Park millage 1, 4 

     
YEAR 2 – 2019    

PRIORITY PROJECT 
ESTIMATED 

COST 
FUNDING        
SOURCES 

GOALS 
MET 

2 Add more playground equipment 
throughout all the parks. $30,000 Park millage 1 

2 

Construct pavilion, trail network, 
office/storage building, sports 
fields, composting site, team-
building course, fishing pier, 
campground and rustic cabins at 
Glassman Park 

$1,685,000 MNRTF1, 
Pokagon Fund 1, 2, 4 

3 Construct educational feature at 
Glassman Park $70,000 Pokagon Fund 1 

4 Create a designated Parks office 
space $275,000  Pokagon 

Fund 1 

5 
Purchase canoes, kayaks, and a 
trailer for water recreation 
w/storage building 

$87,000 Pokagon Fund 1 

6 Acquire land adjacent to 
Memorial Park $450,000 MNRTF1 1, 6 

7 Purchase recycling bins and 
install in all Township parks $4,500 Pokagon Fund 3 
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YEAR 3 – 2020 

PRIORITY PROJECT 
ESTIMATED 

COST 
FUNDING        
SOURCES 

GOALS 
MET 

1 

Construct additional parking, 
winter recreational amenities, and 
warming lodge at expanded 
Memorial Park 

$910,000 MNRTF1, 
Pokagon Fund 1 

2 
Develop nature activities and 
sports/recreation programs at 
Glassman Park 

$2,000 Park millage 1, 4 

3 Extend hours/hire additional 
Parks staff $30,000 Park millage 1, 4 

     
YEAR 4 – 2021    

PRIORITY PROJECT 
ESTIMATED 

COST 
FUNDING        
SOURCES 

GOALS 
MET 

1 
Expand parking, improve 
signage, and construct amenities 
at Townline Road Beach Park 

$9,000 MNRTF1, 
Pokagon Fund 1, 5 

     
YEAR 5 – 2022    

PRIORITY PROJECT 
ESTIMATED 

COST 
FUNDING        
SOURCES 

GOALS 
MET 

1 
Construct trail from Memorial 
Park to the Berrien County 
Galien River Park Preserve 

$565,000 MNRTF1, 
Pokagon Fund 1, 2 

2 Construct off road parking, trails, 
and kayak launch at Kruger Park 500,000  1 

2 Create shelter with bathroom 
facilities. 200,000  1 

     
     
1 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund    
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APPENDIX A 
 

Community Survey and Summary of Responses 
 

  



New Buffalo Township 
2018 Community Recreation Plan 

   
 
  33 

NEW BUFFALO TOWNSHIP 
17425 Red Arrow Hwy 
New Buffalo, Michigan 49117 
Ph: (269) 469-1011 

 
The New Buffalo Township Parks Committee would like your input to help determine park and recreation 
priorities for our community.  This survey will only take a minute to complete.  When you are finished please 
turn it in to one of our parks staff. 
 
Please complete the survey by checking the appropriate box or filling in the blank with your answer. 
 

1. My house is located in: 

□ New Buffalo Township 

□ City of New Buffalo 

□ Chikaming Township 

□ Other __________________ 

2. My household consists of the following age groups (please check all that apply) 

□ 0-5 

□ 6-12 

□ 13-18 

□ 19-25 

□ 26-35 

□ 36-45 

□ 46-55 

□ 56-65 

□ 66+
  

 

3. Does anyone in your household have special accessibility needs for park amenities? 

□ Yes 
 

□ No 

4. Which facilities and/or recreational activities at New Buffalo Township Parks have you or any member of your 
household enjoyed? Please list all facilities/activities that apply: 
  

 
5. What additional recreational activities and/or programs would you or any member of your household benefit 

from the Township adding to the Parks and Recreation Program?  Please list all activities/programs that      
apply: 

6. Would you use or support an off road bicycle/pedestrian pathway in New Buffalo Township? 

□ Yes □ No 

 

7. Which of the following recreational opportunities would you or any member of your family use if it was available 

in the Township? Please check all that apply. 

□ Sledding hill/ Ice skating rink/ warming lodge 

□ Kayaking/ Canoeing/ Fishing 

□ Cultural/ Physical fitness class (painting, yoga, etc.) 

□ Other (please list)_____________________ 

□ Primitive campground 

□ Other please list_____________________ 
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Results 

1. My house is located in: 

New Buffalo Township 35 

City of New Buffalo 22 

Chikaming 4 

Other 43 

City&Twp 2 

 

Others: Kalamazoo 1; Valparaiso 2; Michigan City 7; Wesaw 1; Three 

Oaks 9; Royal Oak 2; Porter 2; Detroit 1; Union Pier 1; Chesterton 1; 

LaPorte County 1; Chicago 1; Texas Twp 1; St Joe (City) 1; Three Oaks 

Township 1; Indiana 3; Porter County 2; Buchanan 2 

 

2. My household consists of the following age groups 

0-5 (28)     6-12 (16)     13-18 (15)    19-25 (8)     26-35 (13)  

36-45 (29)     46-55 (11)      56-65 (27) 66+ (28) 

  

3. Does anyone in your household have special accessibility needs for park 

amenities? 

Yes (6)            No (98) 

 

4. Which facilities and/or recreational at New Buffalo Township Parks have 

you or any member of your household enjoyed?  Please list all 

facilities/activities that apply:  

 

Bocce 10 
Music 47 
Playground 20 
Trail 19 
Pavilion 15 

Water Park 36 
River Access 13 
Beach 10 
Canoeing 1 
Basketball 5 

Yoga 4 
Checkers 1 
Haunted Trails 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

  

5. What additional recreational activities and/or programs would you or any member of your 
household benefit from the Township adding to the Parks and Recreation Program? Please list all 
activities /programs that apply: 
 
Comm Ctr 1 
Disk Golf 2 
Outdoor Fitness 1 
Pickle ball Court 11 
Kids Crafts 2 
Art program 4 
Guided hikes 1 
Roller hockey 1 

Walking path 4 
Big chess set 1 
Canoeing 1 
Sledding 2 
Tai Chai 2 
Biking 2 
Small boat rental 2 
Camp 2  

Ice skating 1 
Yoga 2 
X country ski trail 2 
Go karts 1 
Mini golf 1 
Outdoor pool 2 

              Adult rec leg 1                     

 
 

 

6. Would you use or support an off road bicycle/pedestrian pathway in New Buffalo Township? 
Yes (94)                 No (7) 
 

7. Which of the following recreational opportunities would you or any member of your family use if 
it was available in the Township?  Please check all that apply. 
 
Sledding hill/ Ice skating rink/ warmer lodge (66)  
Kayaking/ Canoeing/ Fishing (89) 
Cultural/ Physical fitness class (painting, yoga, etc.) (64) 
Primitive campground (41) 
Others: 
Pickle 
Community Pool (3) 
RV Campground 
Walking Groups 
Bike Tails 
Bike paths 
Small boat rental 
Sailing 
Kids classes  
Driving range 
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Resolution to Adopt Community Recreation Plan 
  



 

  

APPENDIX C 

Affidavits of Publication 
  



 

  

APPENDIX D 
 

Public Meeting Agenda and Minutes 
  



 

  

APPENDIX E 
 

Copies of Letters Transmitting Adopted Plan to 
County and Regional Planning Agencies 

 


